
 
 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS  

OF 

 “PEER REVIEW ASSESSMENT FOR THE MEDICAL CENTER” 

 

• Report by Goody Clancy, the Boston planning firm that recently completed the New Orleans 
Master Plan, prepared at the request of Mayor Landrieu so that new administration could “address 
critical concerns that affect the welfare of the city and its neighborhoods.” 

 
• Admits that Goody Clancy was instructed by the Nagin Administration to exclude the 

UMC, VA medical center, and the medical district from the $2 million Master Plan 
planning process.  Citizens were excluded from the planning process.   

 
• Report advocated exploring options, including enabling the LSU and VA hospitals to 

share the 37-acres between Claiborne Avenue (I-10) and Galvez Street.  
 

• Said Charity Hospital should be reused.  FHL/ RMJM Hillier Study proved Charity 
Hospital building could be gutted, with state-of-the-art hospital build inside, and meet all 
of LSU’s programmatic needs faster and cheaper than constructing a new facility. 
 

• The UMC’s program, design, phasing and construction schedule cannot realistically be 
confirmed until financing and therefore the budget is confirmed” –acknowledging the 
state does not know the costs, funding, scope, size, schedule, delays, or design at this 
point. 

 
• “Review the realistic needs  . . . that recognize full relocation costs.  Based on results, 

confer with the state to identify additional state or federal resources.”  - acknowledging 
there is not enough money. 
 

• “In short, the current plan and design is suburban in nature and driven primarily by 
internal planning and design requirements and minimal consideration of how the medical 
center will be integrated into the city fabric.”   

 
Keep current functioning businesses until more of their use is known.  This 
keeps the area from becoming vacant and blighted for years – while 
generating taxes for the city.   

 
Surface parking and street closures are opposed -- a walkable campus is 
highly supported.  Suggested keeping the street grid -- “even on a temporary 
basis [surface parking] will isolate the UMC from most of the medical district 
and downtown.” 

 
• With all the uncertainties of funding and bad planning – along with the certainty of 

delays – now is the time to examine all alternatives so that we can develop a medical 
district that is in the best interest of the city and state.  


